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feed over and above straw and cured hay; and they \yere
beans, pease, barley, vetches, and perhaps clover to mow for
hay. We are still in pre-Tull England, and that is the same
ijihig as saying pre-Townshend England (Tull 1674-1741,
Townshend 1674-1738). Therefore we are not likely to
smell those myriad little water flasks, called turnips, on
which Norfolk agriculture was sustained.
I asked the parson and the schoolmaster in turn why
Laxton survived. The parson said that the lord of the
manor liked a big field for a gallop with the hounds: the
schoolmaster that the natives stuck to a system which
outsiders could not cope with. Perhaps a Scottish drover
had passed that way! The Orwins explain it thus (op. cit.
182 et seq.):
More than 500 acres is still farmed in common under the
three course rotation. The sikes, commons and waste remain,
and the common grazing and grass lettings go on as before.
Until 1867 there was still a freehold of 675 acres, but when this
had passed to Lord Manvers by exchange with Lord SaviUe,
and enclosure might have been more easily arranged, the
Golden Age of English agriculture was passing. Enclosure,
with all the expense it .would have entailed . . . could not
lightly have been undertaken.
Moreover, Lord Manvers' spare cash was then going to the
building of Thoresby Park. But finally, c. 1904-6, the
Thoresby agent effected a consolidation of strips, which
removed some of the inconveniences that sale and inheritance
had brought about in the course of years.
(2) On the general position in 1750 I have nothing new to
add, but draw your attention to another piece of work by
Mr. Orwin, his chapter in Johnson's England: Agriculture and
Rural Life, in which emphasis is laid on the difference between
the western and south-western counties and the rest of
England. In the former, as to-day,'' grassland predominated
over ploughland, fields were mainly small, and the rural
community, though living largely in villages and hamlets,
were to be found also in homesteads scattered over the land
they occupied." Elsewhere, in general, "the land* other
than wastes and forests was occupied mainly as ploughland
and in very large fields, with a concentration of the